The Megillah of Esther
An Original English Rendition

Our Jewish heritage is as rich treasury of the
accumulated wisdom (and wit) of the many centuries
of our remarkable history. One of the greatest
challenges facing the contemporary Jewish
community outside Israel is that of making this
heritage accessible, in light of the language barrier
posed by classical Hebrew.

A successful formula employed by a growing
number of congregations and havurot is the singing
of Biblical texts — Torah, Haftarot, and Megillot — in
English which has been set to Trop, the ancient
melodic chant system for these texts. For many, this
is an ideal way to communicate the meaning of the
Hebrew text.

This setting of Megillat Esther is an imaginative,
humorous rendition of the story of Purim. Sing it
entirely in English, or do it in sections alternating
this English with Hebrew.

This Megillah encourages involvement! The English
text is simple and fun for all ages. The goal is to
make Purim, well, Purim: lots of meshugass, with
the underlying message that it’s just flat-out great to
be Jewish!

Hazzan Jack Kessler
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~ “And Mordechai sent dispatches
/ S to all the Jews in the land..
telling them to observe
the 14th and 15th of Adar

o
W gmweay every year... A daw tl

as days of feasting

and merrymaking,

3 ' and as an occasion i
* “for sending gifts to one another, | [
and giving to the poor.” 2

Esther 9:21-23
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Blessings Before the Megillah
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Baruch Ata Adonai Elohenu Melech ha'Olam asher
kidshanu b'mitsvotav v'tsivanu al mikra Megilla

Blessed be You, Adonai, our God, Master of the
Cosmos, who makes us holy through your
mitsvot, and the reading of this Megilla.
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Baruch Ata Adonai Elohenu Melech ha’Olam she'asa
nisim la"avotenu bayamim hahem bazman hazeh

Blessed be You, Adonai, our God, Master of the
Cosmos, who has done great things for our
ancestors, in their days, at this time.
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Baruch Ata Adonai Elohenu Melech ha'Olam she-
hechyanu v’kimanu v'higiyanu lazman hazeh
Blessed be You, Adonai, our God, Master of the
Cosmos, who gives us life, strength, and the
gift of this happy time!

i :
Once upon a time, in the t&me of Ahash'verosh
>

. 'S . .
Now this was the Ahash'verosh whose empire
> L L

exténded all the way from Ingia to Ethiopia §
/

In the third yerar of his rzeign

>
in the capital city of Shusl}fln

\ 4

oA LA
he threw a huge party for all his ministers
>
and his cllief servants......
<

: P .

just to impress them with his fantastic wealth
> L
and greatness
< J A
This party lasted seven full days'
J
Everygr\e had all they could eat and drink
>

from bjeautiful go‘_lden dishes

A

including some the invaders took
C J

from our holy Temple ¢
C

f :
The festivities went on and on and on and on and on§
L J 8

And on the seventh dgy
>




when the k‘i_ng was pretty drunk

he call>ed for Queen Varshti

to dance befoLre the whole crowd

drSssed in oply her crown ¢

Now Vishti was no coward but w}ten she refused
the king's Eage bcziled overy

Va>shti was fired as quéen

and baJnished from S}tushan forever &

N(})t long afterward when the lfing sobered 1:1p

he wcjndered what to cklo for a new queen §

His mi)nisters advised him to have a lieauty contest
so the most gorgeous wgman in the whole e/mpire
would be his new queen

C

cc
And so Mordechai the Jew sent his niece Esther
. s ¢ S J

to try out for the jgb

a ‘ ~N *
And Esther was the most beautiful of all

SO sl\me became queen of the Piersian empire o
Egther was careful and diLdn't tell anyone

that sbe was a Jew $

Her 1>mcle Mordechai would s‘._it outside the p:alace
to keep in tguch with Esther ¢

Now just in case you think

that this is the gnd of the story

hang on-- there's a lot to come $
7 L

One dgy Mordechai heard two gt:ards

pk;tting to murder the king o

Mordechai repBrted what he had heard

and the king's Life was saved ¢

For th/is noLbody thanked him

but his name was written in the kgng's records §
Sor}}etime after all lt.hese }f\‘appenings

the king app())inted a new Prime Minister §
¢ ¢




His name was Haman
[
The king's new minister had a very big ggo
L L L L
and lcs)ved to have people b\ow d/own to him 3
L
s .
(>)ne day hE and his officers passed by Mordechai
/ L A
who as usual was sitting by the palace gate §
> J L
but Merdechai refused to bow down to Haman
8 L
‘ :
Wh;:n the officers tolcil him to bow down
e r
Mordechai said: I>am ajew
and I don't bow to anyone but my God
L J w A
P
I serve the Holy One
and this makes\me free o
J
' ™~
Haman was absolutely furious
. :
and went to the king and said:
>

i r ~
O your Highness, Beloved and Mighty

r :
and Fantastic and Awesome King
> L

I have bad news for you §

L J \

Thereisa perople
>
scattered throughout your Empire
that doesn't fc;llow your laws §
\ \

el
Now thris is t?rrible! But I can take care of them
L

: r
If you give me the OK I'l waste them
and they'll never bother you ag:ain

L

I'll even bring in some more money
s ¢ /

for your treasury §
L

s :
And the king said: sounds fine to me
> v

gei gesunte—h;zit
|5

do what t with th eople
o what you want with these peop

Now leave me alone--
¢ J

I've got a date with the Queen §
{




(18 r ~
And so all the days of the year
were x;vritten on pieces of pgper
and plllt in a box
-
and one piece was taken gut by Haman
>
This would be the day
= 8 ¢
that \all the ngs wouldkbe killed ¢
I c ;
And so the news went out by express riders
> [
to all parts of the empire
\ / A
v
to kill all the Jéws
-
men, women and children
>
rich, pgor, young and old
> L
on the fourteenth day of Adar
¢ y
now (that‘s tonight §
g :
Also a special gallows was built
>

to ha‘i\g the Jew Mordechai

who wouldn't bow down to Harman
( /.

Now when the ngs he;rd this

they thc:)ught t}}ey were deomed for sure

but Mordechai got a message to Esther §
J C

, r
He said: You have a chance
>

to change the course of history
r
Go for it! Go ialk to the king!
This may be the work of the Ho‘1_y One of Israel
>
,
You may have become queen
>
just so you'd have the chance
[N
to save your people ¢

' o
Now Esther was terrified-

,
because if she went to the king

>
without being invited
[

the king might get mad and kill her
L ©J A

but she decjded todoit §
«




So Esther dressed in her snafppiest lowacut queen outfit,
and she wgked into the th_‘raone room, unh&vitcd.

She went ;p to the klr{g on his throne

and she went (g)wn on her kgecs,

and the E(ing was glfid to see her ¢

And the gfng sa';:d, (dramatic pause)

“Bfther l;'aby! Ggod to seg you!

You look gréat! What can I gi\‘;e you?

As}l’c for agything, you can hav it,

up to 50 pJercent of the whole kingdom"’:

Quien E)sther iaid: “my Kping, I'd liﬁe you to come
toa spscial little party in my pa}rt of the I:t‘ﬂaoe
just y;m and m@, dear ldrf'g

and >oh y{:s, just for fun

please b7ring Haman”

That night, the king had insomnia. §
So he c(arﬂled for the court re,c‘;ords to be rtzad out lo:ud,

so that he could be E)ored to sleep,:
J




The story was told of how Mordecai repbrted
on the pll-ot against the kmg
The king sg}d., “w)a}it a m(inutc, this g(uy' saved my?ife,
and we never did émyﬂn'ng for him?”:

« J
think, think, thiflk, think, think, think, think.
05(, no good ideas. is anybody >els,c ardund?”

' A
and Haman by coixgcidence just ha/;;pened
tobe hazngmg mamd
neiu the king's ch/ambers in the middle of the r,}‘ight

L
so the king called him i and asked,
>

“What should be done for a man
-4 3 J

the ki{ng has decided to honor?” :

and Haman, in his typzl'cal self-abéorbed

narcissistic way of thinking,
v J A
f
th(gl(x'ght: he must mean me!
>

(. -

so he said: “such a r;lan should be dressed
<

in the king's robes,
“ J A

and sat upon the kirqg‘s best h\orse,

10 11




and pa)r_aded through the c(ity,

e r
led by sorgeone who calls out, 0\§:r and over:

“This is a man the kijmg is delighted to honor.”:
o
So the king said:
. s .
“Excellent idea! do> it for the Jew Mordecai!
>
Yof wil be the One to lead the horse through the streets!

r : : ”
M}ake it so! so let it be wgtten, 50 let it be done! :

o ’ . - r
And so: the next night, afer the end

of a very, vgry, very long da:y,
> L

H, d himself home,

aman eragge xms:: Xme
and told the whole pathetic story to his wife and followers.

z L d / A
His wife7 said: “WHat?
and you wanna, whack his guy?
>
Are you ;)utta your nand? fuggeGaboutit!
This is r}Ot a coincidence!
This dude is ndthing but trouble!
>

His karzna will run over your dogma!” ¢

—
But at that very moment,
>

r
the king's guards came knocking on the déor
(make banging noises)

to escort Haman to that fateful dinner :
BN

78
And so the king and Haman wgnt to Esther's pgrty:

. . r . :
the k>mg was 1n a good mood, and said to Esther:
v
;
“Tell me, dear Qt\leen, what do you want now?
= -

L

It shall be my royal commandf"

J \ p
And Esther cried out: “Save my life!

J A >
Spgleone 1s trying to mufrder me
and E.ll my péople!
g ¢
Save me, save me, O please please save me!” ¢
> - J \
w (g c c

And the king sl;outed: “Who? What? Where?
Who could 90 such a terrible iling?”

s r
And Esthe>r said: This one! This Evil One — HAMAN

, r :
Now the Exll One could see that he had a problem
L

and bowed down to beg for mercy
L J " A

e 4
but he Jgst happened to trip

¢
12
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. .4
over Esther's gown -- pulling it down
[ .
and he landjed right on top of Esther :
C
o . r -
and the king said “what? how dare you
>
try to make whozpee with the Qu:e'en?
r B
get your hands off the royal assets
> L
boy youin a hsap of trouble” :
J
r r :
He gave orders and ggards came with ha>ndcuffs
e - . : .
and chains and \{c(yLunfrlendly expressions
and took away Haman
s , N
At that moment, just by coincidence,
>
one> of the king's migisters came in and said:
L
wmendo .
Excuse me, your Majesty,
[ ‘
Wha)t do you want to do with the gallows
out in flfont of the palace,
- that were built for the Jew Mordecal,
\ ! L A

the one who saved your life?” $
/ \ 4

/ . . rv r ?”
And Esther said: “Wait a minute - he's my uncle!

Then the king said: “W!Qt? No lx_nore mister nice guy
>

[4
use the gallows to hang HAMAN
>

Now the story's not quite over
J L A
. . . f
The king didn't l;ke to change his orders
once he'd given them
so the order to kill all the Jews
z & L
was still in force
J *
But Es(trhcr be,gged and pleaded
‘ . c
and the king g;;ve the order
that the J egvs could deffnd themselves
” .
so that wher; their enemies
cantx'e to atfack them
the Jews sbxm'ved by fighting back :
N P A
Then the king made Mordechai his prime minister
. s Lot
And ga\;, hifa a very snazzy palace of his own
L

Which iniidentally had belo:nged to HAMAN

14
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And so al\most eveerbody lived
happily ever after
L A - )
Now ghat can we learn from all this?
L .
r :
As 7it 1s written in the books of the Wise Ones
|
g :
coigcidence 1s God's way of staying anonymous
L
and 1f you come to a fozk in the road
>
you should definitely take it
C J A
At the end of the da’y
L
I:
when we take off the masks we weLar for the wgrld
J
Who are we really?
J L A
We can’all be Motdechai
cO e
We can all be Esther
(all rise)
L
Stand up for justice
>
Don't bow to evil
L
We serve the H?)ly One

and this mal\ces us free!:
J
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Blessings after the Megillah
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Baruch Ata Adonai Eloheynu Melech ha-Olam
Harav et riveynu v'ha-dan et dineynu
v’ha-nokeym et nik’mateynu
v'ha-m’shaleym g’mul l’chol oy ’vey nafsheynu
v ha-nifra lanu mi-tzareynu.

Baruch Ata Adonai ha—nifr& l’amo Yisrael
mi-kol tzarey-hem, ha-El ha-moshia.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Master of the Cosmos,
Who helps us in our struggles,
Who brings our enemies to justice.
Blessed are You Adonai, by whose power
Your people Israel is delivered from all enemies.
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