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Friends, I’ve discovered something about Serach bat Asher that will cause 
Jews around the world, especially women, to dance for joy. Here is the 
dynamite revelation: Many of us know about Serach bat Asher, but her 
incredible relevance to Passover hasn’t been fully appreciated. Read and 
enjoy. 

Suggestions for using this supplement 
You can read it aloud at the beginning of the seder or before  

Maggid (telling the story). There are three kinds of recitations, 
 labeled Reader, SERACH, & ALL.  

1. READER: Going around the table each person reads from the Serach 
story.

2. SERACH: A recitation by an individual who is “representing” Serach  
bat Asher and speaking in her voice. Each of these ends with her saying: 
“I was there!” 

3. ALL: A general litany recited in response to SERACH’S “I was there!” 
Everyone at the table together answers: “We were there too!” 

Maggid Yitzhak Buxbaum is the author of ten books, including Jewish Spiritual 
Practices, The Light and Fire of the Baal Shem Tov, and Jewish Tales of Holy Women. 

Next year he will publish A Haggadah for Mystics and Drunks. Reb Yitzhak directs the 
Jewish Spirit Maggid Training Program and has so far ordained 33 men and women for 
this holy work.  To find out more about studying with RebYitzhak, visit www.jewishspir-

it.com or contact him directly: yitzhak@jewishspirit.com; 718 858-4058.
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Seder Leader 1: The Rabbis say that the Jewish people were redeemed from Egypt in 
the merit of the righteous women.1 Tonight, we will hear about one 
of the greatest women of that generation and a woman for all gener-
ations-- Serach bat Asher. Although Serach bat Asher is mentioned in 
the Torah, hardly anything is told of her other than her lineage. But 
many amazing stories are told about her in the Midrash.. 

Reader 1:  Serach bat Asher, Jacob’s granddaughter, is mentioned by name in 
the Torah among the seventy souls who went down to Egypt with 
Jacob.2 She is also named in the census of those who left Egypt 
with Moses.3

 
Serach was the only person who witnessed the whole Passover story 

from beginning to end. She went down to Egypt with Jacob and she 

left Egypt with Moses!4

 

But these two events were hundreds of years apart! The Rabbis  
explain that Serach lived for centuries and then entered paradise 
alive like Elijah the Prophet.5 

Reader 2: When Serach was at a Passover seder, as she was many times, she 
would tell a story of those days and conclude “I was there!” If  
someone said something that was inaccurate, she was not shy  
about correcting him, and would say “I was there!” (See the story later 

in this supplement where Serach corrects Rabbi Yochanan and uses those 

very words.)
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Reader 3: The Rabbis say that all the Jewish souls that will ever exist—in the 
past, present, and future—were at the Exodus from Egypt, and that 
is the reason we can fulfill the Passover seder obligation to see 
oneself as having personally left Egypt.6 Serach bat Asher alone can 
say “I was there!” bodily, for the whole Passover story. But our souls 
were present, and we can say: “We were there too!”

Serach 1: Serach bat Asher said: I witnessed the whole story. I lived through 
everything that happened. I was there! 

ALL:  We were there too! 

Seder Leader 2: In the Midrash, Serach is a key figure in the Passover events, 
second only to Moses! Let’s briefly recount the main stories told 
about Serach, in chronological order.

Reader 4: When Joseph sent his brothers 
back to their father in Canaan, 
they worried that Jacob would 
die from shock on hearing that 
Joseph was alive. So they asked 
Jacob’s favorite granddaughter, 
seven-year-old Serach, who was 
a great soul and wise beyond 
her years, to gently break the 
news to him.7 She sat near her 
grandfather and played her 
harp, singing: “Joseph is alive 
and rules over Egypt.” She 
repeated her song until Jacob 
heard what she was saying, and 
realizing that it was true, exult-
ed. And the holy spirit, which 
had left him all the years of his 
mourning for Joseph, returned to him. In a state of exaltation and 
joy, Jacob blessed Serach, saying, “Because you brought me back to 



life by telling me that Joseph is alive, I bless you that you never taste 
the bitterness of death.”8 In the merit of Jacob’s blessing, Serach never 
died; she lived hundreds of years and then was taken up into heaven 
alive, like Elijah the Prophet. 

Reader 5: A seven-year-old girl kept Jacob alive and restored his 
communion with God—Jacob, who is called the “chosen one”  
of the Patriarchs! That was worth a blessing!9

Serach 2: Serach bat Asher said: I prayed to the God of my grandfather Israel 
to guide me how to tell him that my Uncle Joseph was alive in Egypt. 
I played my harp and sang sitting at my Saba’s feet, but inwardly I 
made a soul ascent and was singing before the Throne of glory. I sang 
a melody I heard the angels singing, and I prayed with all my heart 
for my grandfather; and the sound of my voice and my harp revived 
his holy spirit. The spirit of prophecy had left him long before I was 
born. Now, on our way to Egypt, God spoke to him in a night vision, 
in a dream.10 I went down to 
Egypt with my father, my grand-
father, and our whole family-- 
seventy souls. I was there!”11

ALL:  We were there too!

Reader 6: Many years passed. Along with 
many other Hebrews, Serach bat 
Asher was made a slave in Egypt. 
She worked kneeling, bent over 
a hand-mill, grinding grain for 
bread. She endured the curses 
and taunts of Egyptian female 
slaves who hated the Hebrews 
and would loudly say in their 
hearing things like, “We’re willing 
to remain slaves as long as the 
filthy Hebrews stay as slaves!”12 



Serach 3: Serach bat Asher said: “Woe to the ears that hear such words! And 
woe to the mouth that utters them! I was there!”13

ALL:  Woe! We were there too!

Reader 7: Time passed. Moses came and did miracles before the elders, and 
said he was the Redeemer. They went to the eldest among them, 
Serach—who was ancient, more than 200 years old-- and told her 
about Moses. She said, “Miracles by themselves mean nothing.” 
When they told her that he had said in God’s name, “I have surely 
remembered you,” she said, “He is the Redeemer.” And they  
believed in Moses.14 

Reader 8: God had given to Abraham secret code words to identify the 
Redeemer. Abraham passed the secret to Isaac, Isaac to Jacob, Jacob 
to Joseph, Joseph to his  
brothers, and Asher told his 
daughter Serach. The  
Redeemer would use the 
words pakod pakaditi “I have 
surely remembered you.”  
Serach certified to the  
people that Moses was the 
Redeemer.15 

Serach 7: Serach bat Asher said: “My 
father’s generation passed away 
and many years went by. When 
Moses came, I was the only 
one alive who knew the code 
words and could identify him.  
I was there!” 

ALL:  We were there too!



Reader 9: When the Jews were preparing 
to leave Egypt, Moses searched 
for Joseph’s bones, to fulfill 
the oath the Israelites made to 
Joseph on his deathbed -- to 
take his bones with them when 
God took them out of Egypt.16 
Moses searched for three days 
to find Joseph’s remains without 
success. The Israelites could not 
leave Egypt if they did not 
fulfill their oath to Joseph!  
Moses went and asked for Ser-
ach’s help. She told him that the 
Egyptians had put Joseph’s body 
in an iron coffin and sank it in 
the Nile. She took Moses to 
the place, wrote the four-letter 
Name of God on a shard that she handed to Moses, and said,  
“Cast it in the river and call out to Joseph.” Moses called: “Joseph, 
Joseph, the time has come. We are waiting for you!” Immediately 
the heavy iron coffin floated to the surface as if it were as light as a 
single reed.17 

Serach 4: Serach bat Asher said: I hid behind some reeds and watched the 
Egyptians sink Joseph’s coffin in the Nile-- so the Jews wouldn’t be 
able to leave. When Moses came, I was the only one who knew 
where the coffin was, and I told him. I was there!”

ALL:  We were there too!

Seder Leader 3: Serach made it possible for the people to fulfill their oath to 
Joseph and leave Egypt!



Reader 10: The Midrash says that a Jewish female slave at the Red Sea saw 
greater visions than the visions seen by Ezekiel the prophet, who 
saw the Divine Chariot.18 That female slave was Serach bat Asher.19 

Serach 5: Serach bat Asher said: The waters of the Red Sea split open, and 
the heavens opened, and I saw visions of God. I saw the Holy  
One above and the Shechinah below and myriads upon myriads  
of angels gathering to watch as we walked through the sea on dry 
land and the Egyptians drowned. I was there!

ALL:  We were there too!

Reader 11: More than a thousand years 
later, Rabbi Yochanan was 
teaching in the House of 
Study, expounding the Torah 
verses that tell how the waters 
of the Red Sea stood up like 
walls. He said that the water 
looked like lattices. Suddenly, 
Serach bat Asher-- who long 
before this had entered  
paradise alive and could return 
to this world-- appeared. She 
said to Rabbi Yochanan … 

Serach 6: “That’s not the way it was. 
I saw it, and I tell you, the 
Shechinah was shining 
through the water, like from many windows. I was there!”20 

Seder Leader 4:  These final words of Serach “I was there!” are the very purpose of 
the Passover seder -- that we should experience the story as if we 
were there! “In every generation one should see oneself as if he or 
she personally left Egypt.”21 Serach can visit our seders-- like she 
visited Rabbi Yochanan’s study hall-- if we invoke her! 



 Isn’t it incredible how Serach fits into the Passover story this way? 

 Serach can teach us how to receive the awesome mystic lights of 
Passover, so that the Shechinah shines into us and we experience 
the story so deeply that we will say: “We were there too!” and mean 
it. 

Reader 12: The Midrash says that when the Jews were passing through the 
Red Sea, a daughter of Israel who had a crying baby on her arm, 
had only to reach into the wall of water and pluck out an apple or 
pomegranate.22 We can say that 
Serach-- who saw the greatest 
visions at the Red Sea and who 
told Rabbi Yochanan what the 
water walls looked like-- told the 
mother, “Just reach in and get 
your baby some fruit!” This mi-
drash may speak to the custom 
of some people to put a piece 
of fruit on the seder plate. 

Seder Leader 5: The name Serach means 
“overlap.” Serach spans the 
generations and joins them 
together. These stories about 
Serach are traditional stories; no 
one is making them up to give a 
woman prominence. They are in the Midrash and will be accepted 
by Jews of all denominations. Serach can unite all Jews, and she can 
connect us with our ancestors and descendants too. Elijah visits  
every seder and as the “Day of the Lord” approaches he will  
repair the breach between parents and children, turning “the heart 
of parents to their children and the heart of children to their  
parents.”23 Serach will repair the breach between men and women, 
if we invoke her presence at our seder and listen to her teaching!



ALL: Serach bat Asher! Serach bat Asher! We believe that you can visit 
our seder and invite you to come. We are not too clever to close 
the door to mystic vision. We know that we do not have to open 
the door for you; we have to open our mind and our heart. May 
we be aware of your presence among us. Teach us! You saw great 
visions. May we see visions too, of the presence of God and of a 
restored world, as it was in 
the Garden of Eden, before 
Adam and Eve sinned. Heal 
the breach between men and 
women. May we merit seeing 
and greeting you. And if you 
appear as a seven-year old 
girl or an ancient woman or 
an old man with a long white 
beard … may we be able to 
recognize you. 

Seder Leader 6: The Rabbis teach that the 
redemption from the Egyptian 
exile is the model for the final 
redemption, as it says, “As in 
the days of your exodus from 
the land of Egypt I will show 
you wonders.”24 The deeds 
that will bring the final redemption will be similar to those that 
brought the redemption from Egypt, about which it was said: The 
Jewish people were redeemed from Egypt in the merit of the righ-
teous women. The final redemption will also be in the merit of the 
righteous women.25 May they follow your lead, Serach, and rise to 
the task!
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